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F
ormer Edmontonian turned Hollywood Director
Arthur Hiller congratulates Producer Dan

Kauffman upon the completion and premiere of
his documentary, "From Pedlars to Patriarchs: A

Legacy Remembered," on August 29th at the
Provincial Museum. Mr. Hiller and his family feature
prominently in the film.

Ihere were close to '100

Jewish businesses on or
near 101st Street in the
early part of the
1900s. Many of these
businesses are
captured in the
documentary produced
by JAHSENA reflecting
the vision and the
struggles of our
early pioneers
to make a

home for
their
families
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From the Archivist's Desk...
by DEBBY Sr-{OCTOR

Hailstorm Proves Folly of
Keeping Archives in Easements
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The fewish Archives & Historical Society

of tdmonton I Northern Alberta

fhe July hzLilstorrn. while
I tragic. pmverJ a point which

archivists have been trying to

make for years: basernents are

not proper places to keep
valuable archival materials. [n
fact, this point was especially
enrphasized firr the Edmonton
Jewish Cornmunity, as thc
epicentre of the stonn was

dilectly over the areas in which
most Jervish Ceirnmunity
rnemtrers live - Rio Terrace,

Quesnell, Westridge and Wolf
Willow.

The Jewish Archives and

Histor:ical Society of Edmonton
and Nor:thern Alberta woutd like
to send its condolences out to all
members oli tl:e oornrnunity
whose basements weie at'tbcted

by the stornr. We woulil also

like to make you an offer: t'ree

storage ttrl any lamily or:

community papers and photos
which may have survived the

storm! Yasher Koach to those

community members who got

these valuable pieces of
Edmontr:n Jewish Comrnunity
history out of their basen.rents

betbre the storm hit, such as

Quesnell re$idents Dianne and

Noel .lanrpolsky. and Clory

Felber; and to Dr, Manny and

Rhoda Friednriur, who brought
what material survived into the

otAce afterwalds.

While the JCC was also

affected by the storm, the

Archives oflice is located in an

area of the building tree t'rom

roof leaks or basenrcnt flooding
and is a very safe place fbr
storage 0l these materirls. [n

addition. we have taken
precautifins such us storing
nraterials on shelves at least

four inches olf the t'loor, or in
water-tight plastic containers.
and having emergency
tarpaulins on hand. Ultirnately',
our mateiials will bc transfc|red

to the Frovincial Archives trl
Alberta's state-of *the-alr

t'acility in Sourh Erlmonton,
where they will be stoted in
temperatrre and humidi ty
controlted. rvater-tight vaults.

Please consider clonating
what materials you may have

letl to the arch:ives. Even il you

just let us burrw your lamily
photos tbr scannirrg urto CD-
ROM. at least you witl know
that there is another copy in
existence, should you ever lose

yours. If you insist on still
keeping these materials in your
ba^senrent, be surc to put thenl
in water+ight Ruhberrnaid or
Sterlite cont*inels, ('"vhich ale
also acid-f'ree). and str:re them
up of'f the floor. Another tip: if
papers develop nrould tlrom
being danrp. thoroughly dry
them out in the sun, and then

spray them lightly with Lysol tri
kill spores ancl bacteria.

With the l00th anniversary

ol our city coming up this tall,
please consider making a

contribution to preserving the
history of our oomrnunity either
by becoming a rnenrbcr of
JAHSENz\, or making a

donation of materials. And
don't fbrget to visit our booth
dcpicting the history ol our
c.omnrunity at City Hall 0n
October 8th dur:ing the rveek ol
CenfenniaI celebrations.

-Debby Shacror
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CORRf CTION
ln the last issue of Heritagel
Yerusha, the family of
Dr. Eric Schloss was incorrectly
identified as coming from
Vegreville, when in fact they
came from Camrose. For this,
we apologize.
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PAIRONS:

Eli I Phyllis Adler

Solomon Agronin

Dr. Max & Raye Dolgoy

Len & Catherine Miller

Dolgoy

Joe I Cynthia Doz

Coty Felber

Shim Fialkow

Dr. George I Judy
Goldsand

Oan I [inda Goody

Norman & Roberta Hanson

Dr. Iom I Nina Hardin

lrving & Diane Kipnes

0r. Allan Klein

Justice Sam 8 Nancy

Lieberman

Arliss Miller
Leon 8 Debbie Miller

Helen & Cecil Paull

Michael I Colleen Paull

Eugene Pechet

Daniel & Trudy Pekarsky

Saul I loby Reichert

Dr. Eric I Elexis Schloss

Dr. Iheodor K. Shnitka

Howard I Debra Sniderman

Bernard I Eira Spaner

Cindie Lister Thompson

Shelley Weinstein

Hal Zalmanowitz

Barry and June Ross

Zalmanowitz

BENEIACIORS:

Bernie I Miriam Adler

Vic & Naomi Amato

Ron I Marcia Betcov

Jack & Sylvia Chetner

Leo Cohen

Mel & Ruth Comisarow

Howard Oavidow

Dr. Manuel & Rhoda

Friedman

Dr. Elliot I Dena Gelfand

Ron Goldberg

Dr. Phil I Penny Hardin

Myer & Barbara Horowitz

Russ & Jan Joseph
Dan & Esther Kauffman

Shirley Laskin

Marilyn Weinlos Lerner

Dr. Sol & Valda Levin

Oavid I Daryl Levine

Joe & Miriam Lutsky

Ben & Jean Margolus

Eva Margolus

Les Moss

Harry I Ruth Nolan

Peter & Violet Owen

Abe I Nicky Peliowski

Netta & Frank Phillet

Ron 8 Carol Ritch

Harold, lsabel 8 Lawrence

Rodnunsky

Ihelma Rolingher

Abner I Hilda Rubin

Rose Segal

Kayla Shoctor

Marshall & Debby Shoctor

iom Starko & Rachel

Mickelson

Nat I Betty Starr

Larrry I Marielle Witten

Ron I Naomi Wolch

OONORS:

Ied I Gloria Aaron

Sharon Abbott

Jill Spaner Bellack

Marty & Helaine Blatt

Herschal & Elaine

Bookhalter

Doreen Cohen

Miriam I Jerry Cooper

Harvey I Minnie Emas

Barry & Fani Estrin

Dr. Harold & Becky

Fayerman

Oavid 8 Cori Friedman

Justice Samuel Friedman

Sam 8 Margaret Frohlich

Goldie Furman

Fred & Rachel Garfunkel

Hany & Frances Goldberg

leslie & Lillian 6reen

Drs. Frank I Leone Jackson
lesley ,facobson
Dr. Noel I Dianne

Jampolsky
Paul I Clara Kagan

leon & Betty Kagna

Cyril & Fay Kay

Martha Kushner

Esther Levine

Hy I Miriam lieberman
Robert & Terrie Margolis

Ansel & Rita Mark

Ed & Suzette Marxheimer

Ed & Joy-Ruth Mickelson

leo Mickelson

,laimie Miller

Dr. Matvin Mitchell

Jon 8 Francie Nobleman

Mandle & Norma Nozick

Nip I Essie 0lyan

lruin I Maxine Raphael

Selwyn I Elaine Romanovsky

Uri I Mary Rosenzweig

Ross & Gail Rudolph

Dory Satten

Sari Schiff

Sondra Schloss

Farrel I Lisa Shadlyn

Shelby Smordin

Howard & Esther Starkman

Albert & Ioby Switzer

Chaim 8 Henia Werb

Sue I Alvin Winestock

Mel Wyne I Phyllis Nurgitz

INOIVIOUAT MTMBERSHIPS:

Florie Axler

Aliza Derzansky

Rabbi Ari Drelich

Joyce Geffen

Brandy Graesser

Lynn Weinloss Gregg

Linda Hilford

Doreen Jampolsky
Zelda Kalensky

Abe Katzin

Hy Liebo

Cyril Leonoff

Evelyn Miller
Florence Morris

Florence Weinlos Soifer

0vics

Hanna Pollack

Miriam Rabinovitch

Esther Samuels

Gladys Shuler

Millie Singer

Anita Sky

Robert Spevakow

Virginia Vogel

Membership donations

ale used for the

operating costs of the
Society, which is a

self-sustaining

otganiration.

Membership fees

include rpouset

ex(ept for individual

memberihip. Members

are eligible to vote at

the annual general

meetingr of the

society. Fees rover

uniform membership

year from September

lst to August 31st.

Donations are tax

deductible.
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A LEGACY REMEMBERED".
The Jewish fuchives and ]listorical Society of Edmonton and l{orthern Alberta
is taking orders for copies ol "From Pedlarsto Patriarehs: frLegacy
Eememfrer&ils documentary film about the history of thEEdmonton Jewish
Gommuniry. lf you are interested in ohtaining a copy of this film, on UH$ or
DVB, please contact the Archives office at489-2809. [t the p]esenttime, we

do notknoul what the cost'of.the videc,w=il.l.&en wilf tet you ftnow shortly,
Wu anticipatethatthevideLagill hecome'a hteit'tatout$Eurecks.',
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']-th" following piccures and bios appear in a
I virrual online exhibir c,n che Archives

Sociery of Alberca Website for Archives Wbek, an

annual evenr held rhe firsc week of Occober every

yearThey are reproduced here for chose of you
who do nor have access ro the inrernet, c,r who
like to see things in physical form. If you would
like co view the rest of rhe exhibir, which features

submissions frorn many other small and large

Archives in Alberra which are members of rhe

ASA, go to: www.archivesalberta,org and click
on rhe icon for the exhibir.

JAHSENA Archivcs

Danated by Judiib Phillipson

JA.FCI-ee-$-ao7

klinnie Wershof Phillipson was rhe

firstJewish woman to graduare from
the University of'Alberta. After she

received her B.A. in L922 above, rhis
was followed by an fuI.A. in English.

Echel Segal Marliss w,as born July 2, 1912 in Calgary. She married Ben Marliss {d.July
L9, L972) in Edmonton, on January 9, 1938. Ben orvned the Edn-ronco a7-ap franchise

with hi's three brothers. Her career as a respected consumer advocatg comrnentaror

and rvricer bregan in 1940, w,hen she became a charter member of the 'Woment

Regional Adi,isory Commirree of the W'artime Prices Board. She began work for CBC
Radio in 1948, reriring in 1991. She was a regular consumer coltrmnist for rhe

Edmonton Sun. Ethel never finished High School, br.rr she received an Honourary
Diploma for General Adminisrrarion. - Marketing frorn Grant MacEwan College in

1977,ln 1986, she r.vas admirred ro rhe Alberta Agricukure Hall of Fame in for 40

years of continuous service in the Consrrmecs' Association of Canada. She received an

Honourary Doctorare of Letters from rhe Universiry of Alberta in 1989. Erhel had

three sons, She died on November: 5, 1996 at rhe age o 84.

JAHSENA Archives N{iLL.96.1
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Mrs. Charlorre (Lottie) \\,trshof (1902-1998) was dre founding Presidenr of rheJewish National
Fund in Edmonton, a past Presidenr and life-member of Edmonton Hadassah-WIZO and served as

Vice-President of Ernunah/klizrachi Edmonton Chapter. A nurse by craining, k[rs. Wershof was

also the President of rhe Victorian Order of Nurses, Edmonton Chaprer, ca, 1961. She worked

dreles.sly as a volunteer for many Jewish ancl general organizations in rhe Ciry of Edmonton well inro her 90s. Her hu.sband, Dr, Eli
Wershof (b. 1896) came to Canada frorn Lithuania in 1905, first residing in Ottawa, then Winnipeg, and finally seftling in Edmonron
where he was the first Jewish Doctor. He graduated in Medicine in L9L7 lrom the Universicy of Manitoba, and srarted his pracrice in
Ednror-rton in 1922. Dr, Wershof served as an officer in the Canadian Medical Corps in \Vorld War L He was one of the co-honourees
of the firsr Negev Dinner held in Edmonron in t954. Dr. Wershof died inJu\,, l971.His brorher, Dr. Max Wershof,, served as rhe

Canadian Arnbassador to Czechoslovakia and Hungary. NIrs. Wershof died ca. 1998. The Wershofs had three children: Qrreena, Naomi
(Kassie), and Cecil Wershof. Queena Esther W'ershof Klein became a Social Worker an.{ served as Executive Direcror of Edmonron

Jew,ish Family Services. Eli and Charlottc had tcn grandchildren.

JAHSENA Archives

Photo Don*ted by Edmonton H.qdassah-WIZO

wIR.03.1

Born in Winnipeg about
1920, Dasha Sharv came

to Edmonton after
marrying Joe Goody. &{rs.

Goody was a longtirne
member of the Edmonton
Arts cornmuniry having
founded Orion Musical
Theame in 19i2, Second Generation in 1973, ancl
Edmonton &Iusical Theatre in 1977 . She also rvorked as a

radio producer, taught audio-visual arts and directed a

number oF local musical theare productions. She receil,ed

a number of awards for her work, including an honourary
doctorate from the Universiry of Alberta tn 1997, the
Alberta Achievemenr Award of Excellence for Outstanding
Contribrrtion to Musical Theatre in Alber:ta in 1979, and
was inducted into the Edmonton Cultural Hall of Fame in
1995. Dasha and Joe Coody had nrro children, Dan and

Brandy (Gresser). Mrs. Goody passed arvay in 2001.

JAHSENA Archives

Pboto donated

by Dasha Goady

DC4.02.1

In1924, sponsored and financed by her

brother-in-law Leon Freifelcl, Olga Freifeld

and her children Eric and Anrra, along rvith

their Russian nurse Nyania, imrnigrated to

Canada. Mrs. Freifeldt husband had passed

arvay in Russia of cyphus. Olga Freifeld,

akeady trainet{ as a rlurse belore leaving

Russia, received Canadian accreditation

upon achieving an acceptable level of
English fluency. Through an incernship at the Universiry olAlberta
Hospiral in Edmonton. lv{rs. Freifeld was employed as a public healdr
nurse in Peers, Alberta covering a large discrict ro rhe east of Edson, for
13 years, during which time she delivered over 300 babies. fuIrs- Freifeid
retired in 1940 and passed away in 1972, Borh of Mrs. Freifeld's children
also achieved prorninence in rheir chosen Selds. Eric Freifeld became one

of Canada's most prorninent artisrs and the chairman of the Fine Arts
deparcment of the Ontario College of Arr. Anna Lemkorv (Freifeld)
q,orked as an cconornist at rhe United Narions in New York.

JAHSENA Archii,es

Donrrted by Anna Frefeld {,embavv

oFR.eB.l
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ABRAHAI\

Abraham Shnitka,

his tdmonton 0ffice,
1947.,AHSENA Archives,

Dr. Iheodor Shnitka.

sv PeuL.{ E. KrnMlr.r

1r t's hard to imagine the old-fashioned days

I of hand set prifting presses in today's

I world ol e-mail, word processing. and

desktop pubtishing software. Yet that is how
newspapers, flyers, brochures, and anything
else that needed to be printed were done in the

1800s and early part of the 20th century. Those

old printing presses were set backwards by
hand, one letter at a time. Now, imagine setting

a press to print in Yiddish or Hebrew, where

everything is backwards in the first place! It
sounds impossible, but it was done by printers

like Abraham Shnitka.
Shnitka was the first printer of Yiddish

materials west ol Winnipeg. He was bom in
Libau, Courland-Latvia (Russia) on February

15, 1894. His printing career began as an

apprentice in Libau, before he emigrated to
Canada with his parents and four siblings in
1911. Parents Aaron and Sara Schnittke (the

original spelling of the family name was

changed upon arrival in Canada) decided to
leave Libau to avoid three of their sons being
conscripted into the Czar's imperial army. The

Shnitkas settled in Cdga.y, where 19 year old
Abraham started the Franklin Press in 1913.

The first Jewish job printing shop in the

region, some of Shnitka's clients included a

variety of Jewish organizations such as the

Calgary Talmud-Torah, Calgary Jewish Literary
Club, The Calgary Zionist Association, and the

others.
(nee Friefeld), and

Theodor to Edmonton in 1935.

Abraham sold the Franklin Press, and became

the King's and later Queen's Printer,
responsible for producing govemment

brochures, reports, and other documents. He

held the position from 1935 until his retirement
in 1958.

The Jewish Archives and Historical Society

of Edmonton and Northern Alberta has an

extensive file on Abraham Shnitka, including a

written family history by his son, a scrapbook,

and many examples of printed materials in
Yiddish and English: handbills, brochures,

booklets, cards, decals, and even a Shnitka ex-

libris bookplate.
In addition to being known for his printing

work, Abrhama Shnitka was a lifelong
supporter of Jewish and Zionist causes in
Calgary and Edmonton. He was active with
such organizations as Edmonton Histraduth,
Talmud Torah, Beth [srael Synagogue, and The

Cdgary Zionist Organization, where he was

Secretary-Treasurer when the group celebrated

the Balfour Declaration in 1917.

After his retirement in 1958, Schnitka and

his wife Pearl joumeyed to Israel for the first
time on the S.S. Theodor Herzl sailing from
New York to Haifa. He remained active in
Jewish causes, as well as his hobbies like
collecting antiques, playing chess and

gardening. Abraham Shnitka died on January

17 , 1972, at the age of 77. His wife Pearl
passed away three years later, on JuJy 25,1915
at 90 years of age.

Dr. Theodor K. Shnitka still resides in
Edmonton, and has many fond memories
of his father. "He was a good role model -
very hard working, diligent, outspoken,

innovative."
The story of how Abraham Shnitka became

the province's Queen's printer began when

Shnitka was still living in Cdgury. "One of his
clients in the print shop was William Aberhart,

the Social Credit Premier back in the 30s. He

used to be principal of the evangelical Bibte
College in Calgary called the "Prophetic Bible
Instirute". He used to bring printing to my dad,
and they would have discussions about Bible
stories and their interpretation. He established a

friendship with my father and when he became

Premier of the province, he asked him if he

would be interested in becoming King's
Printer," Dr. Shnitka explains.

He also says that his tather welcomed the

opportunity, even though it meant selling the

Franklin Press and moving to Edmonton. 'The
print business was quite difficult in those

days," Dr. Shnitka, who attended medical

school at the University ofAlberta, explains.
"My father used to work all night to produce

the printed materials. The next day he would go

around delivering them and trying to solicit
more business. So he literally was working day
and night through the Depression. I think the

$,hul, ilmd,ngst
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4, SHNITKAT
Abraham Shnitka in his

ollice at the tranklin
Ptess in (algary, circa

1920, donated by Dr.

Iheodor Shnitka.

Ihe franklin Press, 610
(entre 51,, (algary,

Alberta. JAHSTNA

Archives, donated by

0r. theodor Shnitka.

possibility of a continuous salary was quite

attractive to him."
The friendship between Abraham Shnitka

and William Aberhart continued after Shnitka
took the job. "For a while Aberhart lived in a
suite at the top of the MacDonald Hotel. His
wife wasn't fond of political life and she

moved to Vancouver with her children.
Aberhart was 'batching'alone in his suite. On
Sarurday evenings my father used to go and

play chess with him. That was a fairly regular
event, for them to play chess and kibbitz," Dr.

Shnitka says with a laugh.
Abraham Shnitka was also involved with the

printing of Scrip, the tailed currency system
developed by the Social Credit Party consisting
of stamp cards that could later be redeemed for
cash. "My dad went to Calgary to supervise the
printing there ofthe Scrip, because there were

only a few printing businesses that were
capable ol handling that sort of work. There
were Mounties guarding the operation, to make
sure none of it disappeared while it was being
printed."

Dr. Shnitka also recalls his lather being
enthusiastic to visit Israel on the nation's tenth
anniversary - olcourse, he made a point of
checking out the printing industry over there.

During his parents'trip, Dr. Shnitka was

responsible for caring for a prized pet of the
family: a green Amazon parrot named Polly. "It
was my mother's pet; it hated the men in the
family. It used to sit on my shoulder and bite
my ear. She was certainly happy to see my
mother when she came back!"

After Abraham and Pearl Shnitka
respectively passed away, Dr. Shnitka made a
long-term contribution to the Jewish National
Fund's Galil Project. A plaque was erecred in
the Galilee, bearing the Shnitka's names. Dr.
Shnitka is a former Vice President of
JAHSENA.
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Peretz Hirrhbein, the noted Jewish

Smoleroky and other speakers will
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(left) Ihis poster, printed by Abraham Shnitka of the Franklin Press in

Calgary, I924, advertises a memorial service for the 20th Anniversary ol
the death of Theodor Herzl, the fither of modern lionism. The 100th
Anniversary of this death was celebrated this past July 27th. ,AHStNA
Archives, donated by 0r. Theodor Shnitka.

Eook Plate

Abraham Shnitka.

Social Credit Manual, 193i. '

JAH5tNA Archives, donated by

Dr. Theodor Shnitka.

donated b1



These items have rccentty\

found tlvir w,a5, into the

archive.g. qnd are available

for research putposes:

National Council of Jewish

Women, Edmonton Section: 50

cm. Text and photos, I textile
item, I awarrVplaque. Donated

by Jodi Zabludowski.

"Jews in Thunder Bay: An
Historical 0verview," published
by the Jervish Heritage Centre

o[ Western Canada, 2003.

"Our Musical Heritage: A
Century of Jewish Musicians
and music in Winnipeg."
Written and edited by Sharou
Chisvin. Published by the
Jewish Heritage Centre of
Western Canada, 2000.

"The Oral History Reader."
Edited by Robert Perks and

Alistair Thomson. Routleclge:
London, 1998.

"A City Goes to War", d<lnated

by Dan Kauffinan.

"Valour Rernembered", donated
by Dan Kaufl'mun.

Six inlaid wooden Marquetry
panels iiom the .Second Beth
Israel Synagogue, gift of Robert
Babee.

Wooden Torah Ark lrom old
Tahnud Torah School, gitt of
the Jervish Cornnrunity Centre.

Film tbotage of Shlonro
Carlebach concert, gill of
Reevan Dolgoy.

Macoabi Canada Video: Two
Weeks to Experience, A
Lit'etime to Rernember. Gift of
Debby Shtrctor.

"The Holocaust" Directed by
Barhara Streisand, Starring
Elizabeth Rosen. 48 rninutes in
length. VHS tape. Cift of City
Lunrtrer and Millwork.

"The Life of a Neighborhood: A
History ol Edmonton's Oliver
District, 1870 to 1950" by
Lawrence Herzog and Shirley
Lowe, Edrnonton: Oliver
Conrmunity League, 2002. Gitl
of Dan and Esther Kauffrnan.

"Evcrgreen & Cold", 1956-

1961, the University cll'Alherta
Yearbook, gilt ofi Dr. Manuel
and Rhoda Friedrnan.

Photograph, "Board of Directors
of the Edmonton'Ialnrud Torah,

1934- I 936": Photograph,

Na'ama/Pioneer Wornen, cilca
1930s; Menorah Curling Club
Sweater worn by Shim Laskin.
All gifi crf lv1rs. Shirtey Laskiri.

V HS videotape, Vegrcville
Synagogue. Gitt of Dr. Eli
Adler.

ORAL HISTORIES:

Minnie and Harvey Emas:
Dasha Zottenberg, all
intervierved b.v Brandy
Craesser'.

The ,lewi.rh Archive,t &
Historicttl Societv of Edmonkn
and Northem Alberta is ctlwcrys

looking.for nen; dotwtiotrs. If
vou hetve any persorutl papers,
phoograph s, n e gotives, books,

ctttd io -v ils ual rec o rul in gs o r other
item.s relttting to the hiskrry of
the lewish community aJ

Etlmonton and Northem Albertu
thttt yott woukl like preserved

.for generations to come,

pleose contact oLtr office at
(780) 489-2809.
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ON THE WEB...
Our archives is now a full-fledged
member of the Archives Network
of Alberta Database. lf you visit
the Archives Society of Alberta
website at
www.a r(hivesalberta.org, you
will f ind the holdings of ]AHSENA
listed on their database. We

cufrently have over 155 fonds-level
descriptions listed on their
searchable fonds-level database. ln
Alberta ln Sight, the photo

database, we have over 395
photos digitized. ln Alberta in
Word, there are ove[ 400 digitized
documents. We are also
participating in a virtual exhibit in
honour of Archives Week, Oct 3-9,
entitled: "Women Who Made a

Difference". While you're on the
web, check out our own site at
wwwiahsena.(a. And please note
that our email address is:
jahsena@shaw.(a. Starting on
September 30, go to
www.edmontonhistory.ca to see
the new website launched by the
City of Edmonton in honour of its
100th anniversary on Oct. B. Both
the books and the website feature
stories and pictures of our Jewish
community history.
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ltgS IHAN 4(} (OPIES ofgr hirtory..hGGk are 1efif............-iES! Only 40 coples of
'fhe Iirst Century of tewish Life in Edmonton and Notthern Alberta", by

' osenzlq,qir$'arcifef,t At *50 i} piece, rhsy arc gring fast, 3a g€t them
.'h@re they are goile.'Wiften tftUite gon-;'theytC gone!
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ear's work well
the time and effort

by DAN KAUFFIv{AN, President, JAHSENA

Tt's five davs to the

lpr.*i"re anct the Producer
is fbeling a little unsettled.

Our eclitor lias a little last
minute "tweaking" to do on

the documentary. The
pictures are all there. David
Bernstein's music fits well as

does Jim Edwrrd's narration.
The interview elements are

tinalized. So...what's [ett?
Editors Iike to clo their

"tweaking". It's what makes

them editors. I know all tl:is
because. in a distant lif'e, I
was an editor. Our editor,
Atan Bibby teils rne to relax,
everything is in order, and

have faith. So firr. I have seen

this documentary take shape

on a very small screen in an

edit room. How is this going
to look on a large, theatr:ical-

size screen? How many
people will devote their
Sunday night to see it'l
Should I show up or go otf to
bed?

I t'elt much better once I
saw thc nurnber of people
who appeared at the Museum
theatre. Very gratifying. I
hope everyone enjoys the
production. At the back of
the theatre, I was delighted at

the look of the documentary
on the large screen. I saw
elements in the pictures I
hadn't seen befbre. In a way,

it was like looking at the

Oan (aulfmao explains his ailirtic
uision. Photo rorrtesy 0ebby Shoctor.

documentiuy for the first
time.

The reaction atlerwards
was quite overwhelming to
me. The meurories the photo
images evnked, the com.ments

tiom the interviewees, the

narration and the overall
content seerned to
communicate in the wayr both
Reevan ancl I hopecl it woulcl.
As I saicl at the opening, I
hope this will help viewers
understand who we are and

what we are about - that the
pictures and documents we
posses should be cherished
and preserved tbr generations
to corne.

The two years' work was

well worth thc time and

effort. For those who missed

the scrcening, we hope to
screen it again at our annual
general meeting in
November.

-Dan Katffinatt

Harry Goldberg, Vice President, Memberhip ol rAHStNA, rongratulates 0an

Kauffman, Presidenl, at the Premiere. Ph0t0 couilesy Neil Lcomer

Mandle Norick, Adminislrative Vice President of fAHllllA.
Photo .ourtery 0ebby Shoctor.
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Leslieslilian

Much has been written about leslie Green's arhievements, nationally

and internationally, and when I listened to oral interviews of Lerlie and

Lilian 6reen, conducted in 2002 by Peter Owen, former (hair JAHSENA

0ral History (ommittee, these achievements are confirmed. Ar Professor

Emeritus, University of Alberta, Lellie's academic and international

successes are disrussed on the audio-tapes which are in JAH5ENA's tape

collection. From those tapes I am highlighting teslie and Lilian! early

history. ln their own words they tell their stories. -Joy-Ruth Mickelson

T eslie Creen rvas born in London,
I:Englantt in 1910. "My rnother was

bom in London. lrer parents carne frour
Lithuania, ancl my father was born in
Rournania but came to Englancl when he

was five years old. N{y patemal
grandparents were quite orthoclox but had
a liberal strain." This contrasted with his
matemal grandmother's experience: "she
never really adaptecl to English tile. My
rnother took her to the mikveh every
Friday." At home, Friclay nights and the
High Holidays rvere "extremely
significant; there was no traif [unkosher
foodl in our house and my parents did not
eat out." Leslie went Io Hebrew classes
two or three tirnes a week afier school
and "fbr a brief periocl I went to one of
the Yiddish schools run by the Jewish
tracle unionists". One of his uncles was a
member of Poale Zion and in his uncle's
home Leslie met Golda l\,lyerson, Moshe
Shertek and Beryl Locker. Leslie was the

first of the grandchilclren to go to a
grarnrnxr school. winning a scholarship to
the Davenrnt school in Whirechapell "the
heart of the Jewish ghetto." The
headmaster was a barrister and tausht
Leslie historyl "he made historir u iiuing
subject. I was always interested in law

irnd he encouraged us lo trke intermediate
larv while stili at school". He stud.ied larv
irt the University ol'London in l938, "but
in 1939 the faculty was evacuated to
Aberystwyth in Wiiles and in 1940 the
Iaculty was relocated to Carabriclge. I was
in the enviable position ol'htrving studicd
lar.v in London, Aberystwyth and

Cirmbridge."
Calcutta. India. wherc Lilian Denise

Meycr was borrl, is 7,000 milcs from
London. There she lived, rvith her parents

and two brothers. "Calcutra had quite a
substantial Jewish population. There were
all classes: working class; middle class;
landowners who'd moved to Calcurta, a

lbw of whom were involved with
exporling opium to Hong Kong iurcl

Shanghai; and somc landecl gentry. My
family was observant. My father wirs

extrcmely strict, he lay tetillin twice a
day, and heaven hcip us il we deviated. I
like a religion with a traclition of
fbrgiveness, whereas our father was a
martingt. We were not allowed to do a

thing on Saturday. If you picked up a
needle by mistake * again - heaven help
you. I went to the Loretta convcnt and
after that to a boarclirrg school in
Namkum. I was thinkir-rg o{'going to

univcrsity but I rvasn't sure what I rvantcd
to do so in the end I took commercial
courses like my iriends. \try soon after
that I joined the Navy. They olTered me a
direct commission and I went to Ofl]cer
Training School - this was t942 in
Bombay. I was first classified as a Cadet
Officer and then as a Second O{Ticer ancl

went to work for the Admiral's of{ice. I
had to handle the incoming messages ancl

maintain thc office. I never went to seil. I
did board a destroyer and a submarine to
view the latest radar equiprnenr but rvirs

not allowed to talk abour i[ to anyone."
This was the year after Leslie hacl

joinccl the British army. He was originally
in the lnfantry, the Kings Royal Rille
Corps, but w&s soon switchcd to
Intelligence where he had to leLu'n

Japar.rese to trarslate captured documents.
"For lourteen months, tive clays a week,
lrom nine to {'ive, I was in deep
immersion. I only learned to read, not to
speak." ln 1943 New Dclhi rvas the

Ceneral Headquarters fbr the Filr Eastern

operatiorts. "l rcccivcd a corrrurissiern urcl
later transfened into legal r,vork ancl

becamc the Deputy Military Prosecutoil'
Then he mct Lilian. "l met a young
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Royal Indirur navy, and was an officer. And
we clicked."

Lilian tells how "on Friday nights all the

Jewish troops used to go to the

lnterdenolninational Chapel for services

run by the Arnerican Jewish chaplain." An
American friend had iu'rirnged for Leslie to
take Lilian to the service. Follorving this, "
Leslie asked me out lor a date and decided
to take me riding. 'Are you surc you can

ride'l' I asked. [laughsl Not that I couldl
'Oh yes!' he said. Well the horse decided
to bolt, he was very spirited iind slightly
rvicked. And that was the end of our first
date. Hc (Leslic)rvas in hospital lbr two
months. Very unrcmantic!"

Leslie prcfers the word "slrange" rather

than "unronrantic": "Our courtship rvas a

strange onc. The tirst time I took Lilian
out, I took her horse-riding and the next

day I was in hospital with a hroken pelvis.

When I came back from sick leave, Lilian,
who had been thrown from the same horse,

rvas in hos6rital with a bnrken knee." So

the courtsl-rip was conducled by each

visiting the other. Obtaining a marriage
license also proved to be strange. Liliiur
continues: "My mother-inlaw wantecl a

wedc{ing in London and we were pn:pared
to accornmodate her. So we went to the

District Commissir:ner tbr a license. 'Are
you prepared to swear as a Christian . . .'
and Leslie interjectecl 'I'm not a Chrisrian.
I'm Jewish.' 'What about your fiancee?'
'Shc's Jewish, too.' 'Oh! I'm sony. By
British law I can't marry you to a Jew.

You'll have to get fie registrar of your
dornicile to do it.' So we took our plight to
the American chaplain i.vho'd known rrs for
six months and were happily married in
Delhi.

lillian Green, cir(a I940. rAHSENA Archives,

donated by Lillian Greeo.

"Shortly after we were maried we were
invited to a cocktail party. I was the only
person in army unitbrm and I was told the

Admiral wantecl to see me. Nervously, I
said 'You wanted to see me, sir?' 'Yes,

young Green, I could have you court-
martialed.' 'What have I done. sir?' 'You
mamied my secretary while she was

underage, without my permission.'
Fortunately there was a twinkle in his

eye,"
From 1946-1960 Leslie and Lilian lived

in London and L,eslie taught at the
University of Loncion in the law taculty.

In 1960 he wtts otlered an appointrnent in
the new law faculty at the University of
Singapore. "I linished up as the Deiur ol
the larv school. Thcre was a fine .lewish
comnrunity in Singapcx'e iurcl the

hospitirlity extended to the whole
community was outstanding." Lilian's
community involvernent with agencies
,uvorkin_q with chiidren, with family'
planning arrd with the Indian and Malay
commtrnities was cxtensivc. "[n Singapore
I studied Chinese paintirrg. I had an

aptitude, but it requires concentration and

caln and ['m not really proficient."
Leslie was ol'fereel a position at lhe

Univcrsity of Alberta, and in Septernher,

196.5 they carne to Edmonton. Lilian tells:
"We arrived during a snowstorm ancl I
thought I'cl come to the high Arctic!"
Sornething about the city must have
appealed to them, however, for the Greens
have remained in Edmorrton to this day.

Leslie arrc{ Lilian's daughter, Ann, has

nrade an invaluable cor:tribulior.r to the

cultur:al life olAlberta by her role in the

arts, especially with writers and lhcatre.
She now lives in Calgary, and is an arvic{

horsewoman, despite her parent's early
equine mishaps.

I 71rc Whiteclutpel' gheao' i"s wonde$ul ly
reprcsented in the book "Suy Cootlhve: Yttu uuty
nev€r tee th.un agairt" Paintings bv John Allin untl
te.rt b's Anroltl Wesker Jonathan Cape Lnl. 1971

2 Nick kes, in an urticle in the Edannton Joumal,
l3 Novemher 200J, descihes tht: tenchrr's
'unorthtttlo,r methods', On the ?00? uudiotapes,
Izslie nlso tells thr stort- o-f his havfury to deferul
Chtu'les the l:trst antl'l'homas Wennvonh, Eurl of
StrarJ'onl.

3 op.ci. Ntck Lees qlrctes Leslic's e.rperietre,s.
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At the ,(C...
play at the JCC you witl find an exhibit of materiats retating to and printed by the(urrently on dis u will find an exhi

Franklin Press and Abraham Shnitka, KinE's Pninter. An article on this significant Press and Printer

(an be found in this issue. We are turrently in the pto(ess of diEitizing the Yiddish posters printed

by Mr. Shnitka for inclusion in our database on the ASA website, so that scho[ars from arross the

(ountry can see these significant documents for the first time.



Help Us Preserve Our Past for the tuture!
I (we) would Iike to become part of the continuing quest int0 0ur
historical past by joining the Jewish Archives and Historical Society
of Edmonton and Northern Alberta in the category marked.
A charitable receipt will be issued. Membership for other than
individuals includes spouses. Membership includes an annual
subscription to Heritage/Yerusha, the Society's newsletter.
published 3-4 times a year.

Enclosedismycheque/visa#for5-Payabletothe
Jewish Archives and Historical Society of Edmonton and Northern
Alberta (JAHSENA).

,l Patron 5100

Benefactor 5SO

rJ Donor $36
Il lndividual StS
fl I am interested in serving as a volunteer.
,Ll I have historical material that I would like to donate.

Please call me.

Name:

Address:

City: Postal Code:_
Phone Number ail

Visa

Expiry Date,

Please clip out and return to: rAHSINA 7200-156 5t. Edmonton,
Alberla T5R 1X3

The.lolktu,inx is u li,st oJ'indfuklual,r ittten'iev,ed .fitr our Oreil Hi,snry

Archives aver the years. The intervievvs v,ere be?mt. back in the 1970s bv

the fonrur Jeu:ish An:hives Comntittee of tln Jewish Conmtunit'' Courttil

under tlrc ouspices oJ tlte ProvinciaL Archit'es of ,4lhcnu.'l'his work ltas

cortinued until the present tlay mder tlrc direttion aJ sttth gifted vohmtt:er

itten,ien,trs tu Peter O*'en, Rrurul,- Grue"-ser, Reevm Dolgol:, Dan

Ktru{Jtrurtt, Cori P'riedtruvt, Eve Pasuse urul Dt:id NeLsort. I_f 
"-au ure

interested in beirry interviewetl, or in itfien'iev'ins your.fanilv, friends or

I'elktv: comnunin^ mentbers, pLease cofltar:t the oflk:e at rl89-28A9. We are

ttlso in neetl qf a tolwttee r to sunrmarize or tranrcrtbe our inte rview terye s.

Aaron, Dr. Ted; Adler, Mirium;
Baltzan. Hynrie; Barzel, Tslila;
Berner, Lola; Bemstein. Ralph &
Sarah; Bloonrfield, Becky;
Bloonrfield, Harry; Bogoch.
Manuell Br:Lnnlik. Joseph; Bugis,
Dr. Joe; Cashman, Tony; Cassirer,
Ivlarion; Chetner, Abe; Chetner,
Jack; Clretner, Mrs. lsrael lRose);
Chetner'. Nate : Coad. Iim:
Cotd, Glen; Cohen, Hy; Cohen.
Sam; Comisarow. Sophie & Bill;
Crist;rll. Bunrrl ; Crisrull. Ernie:
Cristal[, Ted & Hazel; Dashevsky,
klirianr; Adler, Helen: Davis, Ann:
Davis, Jenn1, & Oseas; Dlin, Helen;
Dlin. Sol; Dolgol', Raye; Dolgoy,
Dr. i\,[ax: Dorver, Marvin: Dower,
Mozanne; Eanran, Annei Eanran,

Jack; Emas, Halvey and Minniel
Estrin, Atrraham: Estrin, Goldy;
Fano. Aibert: Fratkin. Atrraharn Ll
Fried, Ethel; Friednran, David;
Fr:iedrnan, Israel R. & Charlottel
Fr:iedman, .lustice Sarn: $arlin.
Israel ; Cllssrnen, Rose-lv{arie;
Gliener. Isidor:; C'ioldsand,

Dr'. George; Goldsand. Judy;
Goldstick, Cecil "Tiger"; Goldstick,
Hyrnan: Coody. Dr. Dlsha:
(iorashr. Alex & Eva; Gorlsht, Eva:
Colodetsky. Jacob: Green, Dr. Leslie;
(ireen, Lilian: Creenberg. Tarnrry:
Gurvitch, Cudey; Hacknran, Lena:
Hambur ger', .Dr. Lew: Harclin,
Anne; Hardin. Dr. Slnr; Harris,
Ruhin; Hiller, Arthr"rr; Hlrberman.
Irrvin; Huttig. lv{el; Mintz. CIaral
.lacohl()n. .lulia: Jaggc. S1 lviu:
Klein, Queena Wershof; Klinrove.
Mitch; Kline. Idu; Klirie, Lillian;
Koplorviz. Eva; Kreisel, Henry;
Kushner, Martha; Laskin, Shjm:

LauLr. Saul; Levine. Ceorge;
Liebernrau, Justiue Sanruel :
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Liehernran, Moses Lsuac: Liebovitz.
Benl Lister', Phillip Gulden:
Loomer, Hymie; Lutsky, fuIirianr
Classrnan; Lyons, Eall; Lyons,
Lottie; Marcus. Allen; Iv{argolus,
Charlesl Margolus. Dr. Ben;
lvlickelson, Ed: Miller" Abe; Mitler,
Dr. Louis A.; Iv{iller. Mrs. Ray;
Nolan, Harr1.; Nolan. Ruth: Nozick,
Manclel: Nozick, Nolrna; Ore,
Aaron; Owen. Peter'; Orven, Violet;
Paull. Hclen: Pekar:ky. :\l innie:
Podersky. Anna; Podersky, 1!{r. &
Mrs. Louis; Podolsky, Fannie;
Postone, Evelyn; Postone, Rabhi
Abrahanr [.; Pronrislor,,. Jennie;
Cohen, Sanr; Rodnunsky, M*nia;
Rolingher, Sol; Rudolph. Tryna:
Samuels. Halolcl; Sarnuels. Marie;
Sanruels, Ruth; Saslow, Jack:
Saslow, Katie; Satanove, JLrlial

Sengauss. Ben & Totnl Shar.v,

Cecil: Sheckter, Frank: Shenlan,
Inger; Shnitka. Dr Ted; Shoctor:.

Joseph Hyman ; Shragge, Saru
Silverrnan, Norman: Sirnons,
Simon: Alexander; Simpson, Sv'
Singel, Millie; Sklove. Flank;
SIutker, Sanrr-rel Abrahanr;
Smigelski, Mike; Snell, Dr. Belnard;
Sperber, Ceof tiey; Sperber, Rohyn;

Spevakow'. Robert; Stelling, Ben,

Moe & Emily T<rlkan; Supelstein,
Ruth; Srvartz, Fr:ecl; Swartz. Rose;

Ttrpper, Dorothy; T<rlkan; Tunis.
Oscar; Llllman, Julian; Ullnran,
Leo: Ullnrun, Loui: & Annie:
Ullnran, Louis & Sarnl Ullrnan.
Sarah Ber:covitoh; Ulhnan, Sinrpson
(Sy)l Warhalt, Leon; Weinlos, Dr.

Iv{oris; Weisser Revellu Hackman:
lVershof, Charlotte; Witten,
Norman; Wolochcrw, Davidl
Wyne, Mel; Zipperstein . Eddie;
Zottenherg, Daslu anrJ Ahe.


