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Thanks to a grant

from the Archives

Society of Alberta,

we now have cable

internet. This will

enable us to upload

digital files and

photographs to the

Web much faster.

As a result, our

email address has

changed. lt is now

iahsena@shaw.(a.
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IN DOCUMENTARY BEING PRODUCED BYJAHSENA
Max Weinlos in front of his sporting goods and men's clothing store, 101st Street, circa L929.

There were close to 100 Jewish businesses on or near 101st Street in the eaiy part of the 1900s.

Many of these businesses are captured in the docum errtary being produced byJAHSENA reflecting the

vision and the struggles of our eady pioneers to make a home for their families. The documentary, being

produced by Dan Kauffman with researcher Dr. Reevan Dolgoy, is expected to be finished this fall.
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Jam happy lo report lhal our
Icollee tion is n<-rw sealchable.

As of the end of March, we

have I l0 fonds-level
descriptions uploaded onto the
Archives Network of Alberta
(ANA) database, a searchable

database which can be fbund on

line at www.alchivesalberta.org.
Thanks to our institutional
membership in the Archives
Society of Alberta (ASA), we

were able to obtain a grant fbr
crble high-speed internet. in

order to upload our records. We

were also able to obtain the

services of the ASA Archivist-
at-large Scott Goodine, who
was with us fbr the month of
February. Together, Scott and I
were able to catalogue roughly
half of our collection of 280

fonds at the first level, and

upload these RAD-compliant
(i nternationally standardized)
descriptions onto the ANA
database.

This database will eventually
contain all of the fbnds-level
descriptions of all of the

collections of all of the member

archives in Alberta. This
includes the collections not
only of JAHSENA, but of the
Provincial Archives of Alberta,
the Edmonton City Archives,
Calgary's Glenbow as well as

the many srnaller archives

across the province, similar in
nature to JAHSENA. After the

initial slage of this project is

complete, the entire database

will be merged with CAIN
(The Canadian Archives
Information Network), its
national counterpart. Once this

Canadian Jewish Congress
Archives in Montreal. the

Ontario Jewish Archives and

the Jewish Heritage Centre of
Western Canada.

After we cornplete the

description of our entire
collection at the fonds or
collections level. we will then
proceed to the series and file
levels. Hardly any Archives
catalogue light down to the

item level, it is just too time-
consuming.

Our next project will be to
scan pafi of our large photo
collection, and upload the
images onto the Alberta In-rages

Database, on the ASA website.

You will then be able to search

tbr photos of our commr.rnity by
keyword, for viewing on the

web. These photos will be

print-protected lbr copyright
purposes, but will be in TIF
tbrmal. or ultra-high resolulion.
so that the viewer will be able

to zoom in and out to see

minute details. Try looking at

some of the Glenbow photos

already up there to get the idea.

We hope eventually to scan our
newspapers and other imporlant
collections so that they can also

be digitally viewed on the web.

Remember:
www.archivesalberta.org.
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INTERESTED IN OUR

JEWISH COMMUNITY'S
HISTORYi

As of the end of March,

we have 115 fonds-level

desrriptions uploaded

onto the Archives

Netwoft of Albeila (ANA)

database, a sear(hable

database which can be

found on Iine at

www.arch ivesalberta.org

Visiting archivist Scott Goodine was with us for the month of February,

to help us complete a large number of RAD-compliant descriptions,

and upload them to the ANA database 0n the world wide web.

Ihanks to Scott, almost half of our 280 fonds, or (ollections are now

described and searchable on the www.archivesalberta.org database.

VISIIINGARCHIVIST

is complete, all the archives in
Canada will be able to be

searched at the fonds level.
As you can well imagine,

this will be a major step

forward for researchers of our
collection. Even at this early
stage, you can go to ANA, plug
in a key word, and find records

on line for our community.
This puts us on par with the

JAHSENA needs a volunteer

historian who would like to write

articles on the history of families,

individuals, organizacions and

businesses of our community in

Edmonton and northern Alberm

for our newslefters.

Ifyou have an interest in history,

please let us know in the office.



Tt stootl fr)r lnole thlt 60
I \ err\ rleirr onc of
Eclmonton's busiest

intersections ancl became

one of the citv's pref'erred

gathering places. When it
f'ell to the wreckcr's ball in
latc 1972. a Iot of local

historl'went rvith the Royal

George Hotel.

Thc hotcl bcgan

operations in l9l0 in the

Cristall Block. a new

building crectecl at the

corner of what was then

First Street and Bellaml,

Street. Tcrday it is l0l"
Stree t urd 102' Arc rnd the

site of the Northwest corner
ol Edmonton Centl'e.

Thc block was bul1t by

Abraharn Cr:istall u,ho.

along with his wife
Rebeccir. became

Edmonton's lirst Jeu,ish

settlers in the autllmn of
I 893. They rnoved into a

house on the eastern side of
the Hudson's Bay Resen e,

near 95"' Street. As other

Jewish nervcomcls arrivcd.

they settled neiLr the

Clistalls. Abraham Clistall
was the first president of
the Edmonton Hebrew
Association. f-ormed at a

meeting of l0 corrrnitted
Jews nt the Boyaner home

onAugust 12. 1906. He
quickly made his rnark in
local business and when

consttuction commenced in
the spring of 1910. Ctistall
promised the biggest and

finest hotel in the city.

"The plans have recently

been changed to make it a

monster hotel worthy of
Edmonton." reported the

June 20. I9I0 edition of the

Edmontorr Bulletin. Those

described Hopkins ancl

considering his lincagc and

rccord of achievelnent. the

paper wasr't flr u'rong. In
a 1913 profile, the rvriter

crlled Hopkins

For his design ol the

Cristall block- hc chose a

traditional commercial
style. r,vith a main floor
laced in stone over brick
and brick cladding nbove.

The BLrlletin reported the

bLrilding's fiontage as 80

leet and r JePrh oi I tlO feel.
"It is bcing rnodemly (sic)

constructed r.vith steei

fiarne work on a substantial
concrete foundation. The

walls will be of solid red

brick."
Inside. the rotunda was

proclaimed as "one olthe
linest in the West." w,ith

Lrnd Ryley. Alberta.

The proprietor threr.v a

-uala dinncr at Cll'isnnas to

mark the opening of his
nerv Royal George. named

to malk the 1910 ascension

to the throne ol King
George V The menu tbr
th.1t evening inclr.rded:

baked wild duck. filet of
salmon. roast gleen goosc.

boiled le-s ot Southclorvn

Mutton ancl calibou in a

sherry sauce. Canadian
Club rye was 15 cents a

shot and a bottle of
Pommard as $1.00.

The Royal Georye
quickly garnered a

reputation as one of the

values in town and became

popular with northern
travellers, trappers and

traders. Its proximity to the

station tbr the two main
railu,ays. the Grand Trunk
Pacific and Canadian
National Railways. alscr

worked in the hotel's

favour.

Abraham operated the

hotel until his cleath in 194,1

and then the business

pirssecl on to his childlen
George. Max. Ted. Rose

and Jessie. It rernaincd in
the farnily Lrntil 196-5 until
it was sold.

When thc building went

down in the autumn of
1972. cor-rntless old tirners

were moved to remember.

witl-r tears and fondness.

their memories of the Royal

George. Flom bcer in the

tavern to roaring debates in
the lobby, the old hotel had

a character and

comfbfiable, easy

firmiliarity that conldn't be

replacecl. But it. along with
the old courthouse ancl

Woodwards store. were all

dernolished h 1972.

mrking way lbr thc

splawling new Eclmonton

Centre complex.

Th EL
ABRAHAM CRISTALL BUILT

by LAwRENCE HERZOG

The jollowirrg artrcle appeared in Edmonton Rea[ Estate Weekly and is

reprinted hert h part witb permission of tl:e autl:or, Lawrence Herzog.

a

Royal George Hotel, circa 1930

plans called fbr I l7 roorrs
over five lloors witl-r lour
storc) or the tnlin llool lnd
an electric elevator a big

deal for its day.

The building was

designed by Edn-rontorr

architects Hopkins trnd

Wright and constructecl

by anothel local firm.
Edinger and Nesbitt.

r.vho had just linished

rvork on McDougall
Methoclist Church. Not
much is knor.vn of N,lr.

Wright but Edward Collis
Hopkins rvas a renorvneci

designer.

"A Natural Born
Builcler" rvas how the

Edmonton Jor.rrnal

"Ednronton's leacling

architect. and the designer
of some o1' the llnest
buildings in the Dominion
of Canada."

He designeci Regina Cit.v

Hall. the Vancouver Opera
House and Calgary Normal

School. Hc was Alberta's
flrst Provincial Archltect.
appointed in 1905. and was

lirter involved in the design

of some of onl city's most
prominent landmarks.

inclLrding the Prince of
Wales Armoury ( I 9 l-5: nor.v

horne to the City of
Edmonton Archives) Great
West Saddlery Con.rpany

Building (1911) and the

Pantages Theax'e ( 1 9i 3).

large marble pillars on a tile
t'loor. The clining room had

seating fu'80 persons. and.

as the BLrlletin reported,
"thc kitchen is litted up

with thc latest innovations

lbr sanitiLry cooking."
Each guest room boasted

a telephone and many also

had hot and cold rr-rnning

water both significant
fbr the time. The total cost
of the design and

construction was repofted

at $100,000. Initially the

Royal Georgc was operated

by Robert McKeman and a

gentlenlan named Mailin.
who also ran Stlathcona's
Dominion Hotel and other
propeftics in Lethbridge
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PRESEWE OL
"OF ALL NATToNAL ASSETS, Ancgrvns ARE THE Mosr pREcious; THEy ARE:
AND THE EXTENT OF OUR CARE OF THEM MARKS THE EXTENT OF OUR CIVIL

HELP US'w

Your membership helps to support the followin
r fAHSENA Archives
0ur Acquisitions committee
continues to collect a variety
of material, both personal and
organizational, produced by
the Jewish communities of
Edmonton and Northern
Alberta. This includes the
following: newspapers,
minutes of meetings, flyers
and newsletters, invitations
to events, photographs,
audio and video tapes. This

material is appropriately
stored and preserved in the
archives.

. Publications
JAHSENA publishes our
newsletter, Heritage/Yerusha,
four times annually; and
distributes to our membership.
0ur founding publication, "The
First Century of Jewish tife in
Edmonton and Northern
Alberta, 1893-1993", by Uri

Rosenzweig, was published in
2000 with a print run of 750
copies. There are just over 50
copies remaining. A new
documentary film on the
history of the early Edmonton

Jewish business community is

in production and scheduled
for release in the Fall of 2003.

. Affiliations
JAHSENA is an institutional
member of the Archives
Society of Alberta (ASA). This

association has provided
educational opportunities for
our Archivist; grants for
preservation assessment of
our archives, and for hardware
and a high-speed internet
connection; as well as

assistance with cataloguing
our collection. 0ur complete
fonds-level descriptions have
begun to be uploaded to the
Archives Network of Alberta
database on the A5A web site,
www.archivesalbefta.org.
and we will shortly begin
the uploading of our vast
photo collection to the Alberta
lmages database, also
available on the ASA web site
at www.archivesalberta.org.
0ur own web site is available
at www.jahsena.org.

. Ihe IAHSINA and f(C
libraries
The archives contains its own
small research library of
volumes on local, regional
and national Jewish history of
about 100 volumes. ln
addition, we a[e situated
right next door to the Jewish
Community Centre Library,
of which we have
custodianship, which contains
over 2000 volumes on all
subjects relating to Jewish life
in Canada and around the
world.

. Oral History Collection
Our oral history committee is

very proud of our collection of
over 180 oral history tapes. ln
addition, there are many more

names on our "to do" list. lf
you are interested in being
interyiewed, or in doing the
interviewing, please let us

know We also need
volunteers to do transcriptions
and summaries of the
interviews.

. Photo Collection
0ur Archives contains a large
collection of black and white
and colour photos, slides and

Can you identify this photo? What is the setting, the year, and the event?

Who are the people in it? lf you would like to try your luck, there are many

more like this one in the oflice waiting lor you to identify! please call 489.2809

negatives.
which still
identif ied,
friends wc
pleasant a

while help

this impor
Please cor
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IRPAST
,HE GIFT OF ONE GENERATION TO ANOTHER,

tt
ZATION- 

- 
Srn A. Doucrrrl Dor.rrNroN AacHrvrsr, r9o4-tg35

g activities of ,AHSENA:
There are many
need to be
lf you and your
uld like to spend a

'ternoon reminiscing
ing us catalogue
ant collection.
tact the office.

g txhibits
' case in the Jewish
/ Centre is the site
exhibits from our
tifact and photo
Currently on

he collection of
sports legend Cecil

dstick. Previous
ve included the
rf Edmonton
under A4oses

and a display of
;Jewish
s. We have also

/ in a viftual exhibit

lweb site entitled

lstqry of food in
ihis exhibit can be

vesa I berta.org.

rper Collection
ls contains the
most extenslve

rf Edmonton Jewish
s in existence. The
ncludes The
ruish News,
ommunity News,

r Jewish Chronicle,

The Edmonton jewish Star, The

Edmonton jewish Times 8
Record, The Edmonton Jewish
News and Edmonton Jewish Life.

o Jewish (emetery
listings/Genealogy
Board Member Cory Felber has

recently completed
compilation of a photographic

catalog of all the stones in the

Jewish Cemetery, as well as a

complete listing of all the
names and dates of the
graves. ln addition, we collect
obituaries and eulogies on an
ongoing basis. Sometime next
year, we hope to form a

genealogy subcommittee of

JAHSENA.

,AHSEN A Recent Acquisitions

Ihese items have recently found

their way into the archives, and

are available for research purposes:

Beth Shalom Synagogue

Bulletins, 1990 - present

(incomplete), donated by Neil

Loomer, Executive Director, Beth

Shalom Synagogue. (lf anyone has

older Beth Shalon Bulletins, or

those fron other synagogues or

organizations, we would love to

have then!)

"More then Gold: Outposts of
(ivilization to Cornerstones of

Community", a documentary

produced by the Jewish Historical

Society of British tolumbia, about the

Jewish Community in that Province.

Personal (ollection of mickey

0lin, donated by Cory Felber.

"Morris Two-Gun (ohen" by

David [evy, a biography of the

famous Jewish bodyguard of Sun

Yat Sen.

Personal (ollection of Ansel Mark
- photographs and history relating

to the Mark, Hiller and Garfin

families of Edmonton.

"Records of the Fifth
Edmonton Pioneer Hebrew
Ttoop" (The Jewish Boy

Scouts), 1931-1934, donated by

Dr. Ied Aaron.

The fewish Archives I Historical

Society of Edmonton and

Northern Alberta is always

looking for new donations.

lf you have any personal papers,

photographs, negatives, books,

audio-visual recordings or other

items relating to the history of

the Jewish community of

Edmonton and Northern Alberta

that you would like preserved

for generations to come, please

c0nta(t 0ur office at (780) 4891809.

WENEED

MEMBEROF

JAHSENA!
PLEASE HELP US

PRESERVE OUR HISTORY
FOR THE FUTURE!

Membership in JAHSENA

costs as Iittle as $ I2 a year for

an individual, and includes a

subscription to this newsletter.

Please note that

Heritage/Yerusha is only

distributed free to the

communitY at large once a

year, and is otherwise only

available with membership in

the Society.

Call 489-2809 today for details.

hYOU
ASA



Fort McMurra
THE f EWS OF

vby IRWIN HUBER,\ AN

fn 2{)01. Tru in Hubelnrrn reler'e.l r hook: Zrr
LPla, t W'Cttll H,uttr'. A Hi:trtt't rtl l'rtrl
McMurray as it,s People Rententber. The
tbllowing are some Jewish highlights tiom the

book. rnixed with Irwin's more recent
recollections. Fort McMurray has a curent
populatiorr of about ,15,000 and is located about
435 kilometers nofthei-ist ot Edmonton.

KUSHNER THE FURRIER
ln l9 I 3. a heavy set man with bushy eyebrows

and a Lithuanian accent arlived in Fort
McMurrav, becoming the first lirlltime Jewish
rc:idcnl ol the irrlunl nonhenr conrrnunitl.

Sarn Kushner came to Canada in the early
1900s. made his way across the country and

c\rentually settled in Edmonton. During the early
1910s, he became intrigued by sorne of thc
optimistic news trrckling south frorr Fort
McMurray. and decidcd to venture north.

Tn thc ,rlrl countr). Ku.hncr's \urnilrnc meunl
"furrier" and although his imrrecliate descendcnts

were not irrvolved in the trade, Slm quickly
immerscd hinrself in his namesakc prolession.

Kushner's easy going style and respect tbr native

people qLrickly won him liiends. In 1914, the

Jewish popLrlation of Fort McMurray doubled
with thc arival of his brother-inlaw Ephraim
Alhnan.

Frorn his fi'ecstanding store on Franklin
Avenue. Forl McMurray's dusty main street.

Kushner bought and solcl lur and provided a
variety of services including arc sharpening.
Every type o1 clothing. tool or lbodstuff was

either stacked on his shelf or hung tiom his store

rafters.

Kushner \\,as one of the fbunders of the

original 1914 Fort McMurray Boarcl of Trade.

His sons Laz and David wele raised in Fort
McMurray and were both flxtures at the Kushner
storc and il ithin the \'()ililnunity.

Onc of Sam's lociil claims to lame rvas his big
black car which was brought up the lails frorl
Eclmonton around 1921. Oldtimers lecall that
whener.er thele was a crisis or a cause. Sam

Kushner could be counted on fbr a donation ol
money or materials.

Kushner remained in Fort McMurrav until the

niid-19210s and died in Edrnonton in 1947.
"He was easy to get along with and always

spoke of his love Ibr the lndians." recalled

dar.rghter-i n-law Martha Kushner.

HANSON THE "SHNIA'Ii\H NIAN"
ln lL)22. a Jewish/Russian imrnigrant. Eclward

Hanson moved to Fort McMurray to launch a

second hand store. The new business. "Uncle
Sam's" was located on Franklin Avenue and

served as a meeting place fol both new and

departing re sidcnts boking to br.ry or sell

furnitr,rre. tools. tireams or r.vork clothing.
Soon after his arrival" Harrson immersed

hirnself in northcrn culture. His daughter Ann-
Zoe recalled Eclward leamed to speak six

languages inclLrding Cree and Chipcwl,an. His
store was a hotbed of activity as trappers and

Iocal residents gathcred around the store's wood
stove t0 trade storics.

The Hanson larnily remained active in the

comrnunity until 1960 when they sold theil store

to Alec and Alicc Haxton.
The comfbrt ancl trust native people placed in

Hanson e:rmed him the endearing Chipewyan
nicknamc "Uchulah." meanins "Rass."

NORNI SIMONS AND ELVIS
Throughout the 1970s, new apillments began

to spring up in Fort McMurray and a Jewish
der"eloper, Norman Simons, led the chargc.

Sintons. an Edmonton based lawyer built a
number of apafiments bchind the Peter Pond

Shopping Centre and also purchased a series of
lots fbr Xil50 each and der.eloped light industrial
and oflice space.

''\{'e bought land from people who were
grou ing potatoes there," Simons recalled.
"That's ',vhat gave us ou: start."

During thc 1970s. Simons became onc o1'ntost
inf-lr.rential members of Fort McMuray's
business community. Sirr.ron's t-lair tbr lobbying
Fort McMluray town council rnembers to rezone

land in his favour struck f'ear in the hearts of
many local politicians.

A retiled alderman recallecl how Simons
woulcl occasionally refer to the longstanding
suflering of "his people" to stress how Lrnlairly

lrwin Huberman with his book, "Ihe Place We

Call Home, A History of tort McMurray as its

People-Remember."

he sometimes 1'c1t he was beins treatr-d br the

tor,vn's zoning department.
One of Sirlons' othel c]ai1ns to fanre u as the

hotel and tourist attraction he cleveloped during
the mid-1970s.

Faced with a shortage of accommoclation lor
r,,'orkers building the Syncrude site, Srrnons

purchased a multi-r'oomed one-story buildins and

placed it in the Little Prairie area of the to* n.

Simons named the accommoclation "The Heartbreak

Hotel." promoting it with a logo t'caturing a large

hearr with an anow piercing thlough it.
"It was the Presley era and everyone knew

where it wirs.'' Simons recalled.
The Heartbreak Hotel also served as student

housing and later an arr gallerv befbre its demise
in the late 1980s.

FORT McNIURR,\Y,S FIRST N{INYAN:
A PERSONAL REFLECTION

A good deed initiated by the late Jack Rosen

in Edmonton cluring the rnicl-1980s led to a

phenomenal e\rent two weeks later in Ft'rrt

McMunay.
I believe it u,as 198.5 when I tlaveled tcr

Edmonton fiorn Fort McMr.uray to attencl Yom
Kippur services at Congregation Betlr Shalorn. I
rvas pror,ided with a single seat in the shul's
"blue section" and not krrowing anyone a1 the

shul at the tirle. quietly went about rny davening.
Congregant Jack Rosen saw me sitting alone

and towards tl-re encl of "Neilah'' service
promptcd his son. Robert to approirch me to
break the last with his firmily.

That night, as we filled our empty storntrchs at

the Rosen table. I was introducecl to anothel'Forl
McN{urray resident. a Romanian intmigrant who

continued on poge 7
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CAN YOU IDENTIFY THIS What is the setting, the year, and the event? Who are the
people in iti If you would like to try your luck, there are matty
more like this one in the office waiting for you to identi$r!
PLEASE CALL 489.2809,PHOTO ,t

Perctz Shul Board 192? - Donated by Helen Paull

I remember iis Mr. Schafl'er. Mr.
Sclrel'fi'r happerretl to he livin-c

terrrpolrrilv in Forr \4cMurrrrl
il'orking as a tradesman at

Syncrucle site.

Trvo wccks later, as publisher ol
the Forl McMuray Express
newspaper, I was cal1ed to one of
the local hotels to intervierv t.wo

brothers tlorn Winnipcg. named
Aror-rovitch who werc in Fort
McMurrny that day signing a deal

r.vith Syncrude Canada Ltd. to
manage thei| rental properties. We

quickly established a Jewish bond.
The brotl'rers were distraught. It

was Shmeini Atzcret. the
"yorzeit" of their mother, and there
wils no way that they would be

uble to nru:ler ln Onhotlor.
minvan to say Kaddish in such an

:isolated place as Fort McMurray.
My mind went to work. I

already knew of tlve other Jewish
men in Fort McMurriiy. But whele
would we flnd the other two'l

Then I remernbered Mr.
SchafTer'. I cal1ed the Nomad lnn
and eventually tracked clown Mr.
SchatTer. Mr. Schaff-er was

bubbling witl.r good news. That

day, he had met another Jew, an

Iraqi. who was also working at the

Syncludc site.
''Bring hini along," I said.

"Tonight we're going to daven."
We mustered l0 kippot and

huddled in groups or three or tbur
arouncl the three siddurirn we hacl.

And on that night. Shemini
Azereret. l0 men clavened in Fort
McMurray and the Kadciish r.vas

recited.

Thc Minyen \er'\ ed u\ tr rturtinq
point a yeal later for the Fort
McMurray Jewish Cultural
Society which eventually grew to
about 20 Jewish members. At the

home of Jeny and Br-enda Lobb,
rabbis would come and teach. A
bar nritzvah and a wedding were
eventually held at the Sawlidge
Hotel whose catering mallager
had worked in the kosher kitchen
at Monffeal's Queen Elizabeth
Hote1.

Each tirre I hear the Rosen
name at Beth Shalom. I arn

leminded of how a simple mitzvah
completed with such piety can

c()ntinue to prou rnd grrr$.

That evening in Fort McMurrav.
Alberta. a mother was

renrembered. God's name was
"exalted" and history was made.

The Jews of tort Milurray
Continued from poge 6
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FII.ONI THE ARCHIVES.,.
The fcrllorving radio ligncrte rvrs u'ritten by hrstorian tn1' C:rshm,rn, base.1 on .ur inten ier with
iVIr. S:rm Cohcn, and broacicastJull l2, 1954. It has Lreen reprinted rvith permission ofthe rurhor
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THE OLD
CURIOSIil SHOP

by TONY CASHN.IAN
'L'his arttle is based on dil intffr,itt) u'ith LIr. Sdm Cohn aJ Ednoltor. It Llr;,, orl,lirr,rlh, r ritdio tigtlttte

nrtrrattlbl,Jack lf ilsor,,., p,rrtor[,ricrics,jporrrrrr.i oJ .ltnoLrst;ettyle iuEdnoiltau.

flte Old Ctrri,':it) $[1rp is rrlt thc Lorrdon

I Culiositl S1rr,1,,,1 the lirnrrrus Chrrlcs
Dlckens. but the OId Curiosity Shop iiurous for
Sanr Cohen ofEdmonton. The shop is itselfa
curiosity. lt is basically a second-hand store. but a

seconcl hand store uith a dift'erence. The sign sa.vs.

"We buy, sell and exchange anything of valr-rel"

That's u,hat they a1l sa1,l But the things r,vhich

Sam Cohen buys, sells and exchanges are several

cuts above the avera-sc. They are mostly antiques

or nearly antiques. stackcd around with the dust

still on thern, waiting k) be rediscoyerccl, takcn
hotne. artd poli.lreLl trlr i111qr 1,1n1 gl.ution picccs.

The Olcl CLrriositl,' Shop is a second-hand storc

with an Oxford accent. Over many )ieal's. Mr. Clohen

ancl his shop have continued to make Edmonton a

mu'e interestiug place to live. To pinpoint specjflc
years, Mr. Cohcn ancl the shop have been at the
present location. just across Jasper liom the

NlacDonald Hotel. since 1939. From 1911 to 1937.

thev r.vere at the comer of Jaspcr and 97 Street,

the northwest corner, in the old blacksmith shop.

In 1c)10. Mr. Cloherr came to Edmonton. Those

rvere the highlight yeals. but the vears and

memories of Sam Cohen go back r.nuch furthcr
than that. They go birck to Nlogolev in thc
Ukraine. in the da1,s when Czar Nictolas the

Seconcl still sat sscru'e in the throne of lnrperial
Russia. Thc arca was Orchard Country - thc
Cohen fzunily had orchards. In the sunlner and

tall, there wcrc frecluent river cruises to thcir'

market towu of Katriruslav near Kier'. The frult
rvas loaded on to llatlloats - covered t'latboats

about the size of thc Old Culiosity Shop. ancl thc

Cohens ihitted dor.vn to market. There rvas heauty

in the cor-rntrl,side for thc )roung man rvho r.voulcl

see it or could see it, but Sirn-r Cohen. always verv
ncal'-sighte.l. could see vcr-v l1tt1e ol the beautl, in
nature. He had to see it up close in thin-qs like
china, cut glass. ancl tirbrics. Even as a schoolhoy.

he was acquiring the nack of antiques, which
made possible the Old Curjosity Shop.

The tirst of the Cohens to le.i\ie the Ukraine fbr
Canlda wzis Sarn's oldcst brother Sokrrron.
Solomou Cohen arrived in i905 and set up a
homesteaci near North Battlelbrd. His letters back

homc were so enthusiastic ahoLrt the opportunitics
availablc. that the rest of the fanrily decided to

come too. Sam Cohen landecl in Winnipeg in
May. I 91 0 ancl he rvent to work fir the CNR ibr
1 7 cents and hour. For l young bachelor. 1 7 cents

an hour sccnrcd like inllalion u'a-ues. Yrung Sanr

wondered hou,this cconomic paradise hlrd

escaped his noticc tbr so 1ong. But afier three

months he was on his wav to Eclrlonton, and even

better things.

His brother Solornon had got borecl r.r,itlt

fanning neirr Nuth Battlefbrd. Solonron bcgan to
lon,s tbr the more active lif'e in bargair and sales.

He had corre to Edmonton and opencd up a
second-hand store. Sam came on to Ednronton
too. and quickly fbund a niche fbr hirnself. He

der,ised an unusual sofi of r.vholesalc busincss. He
went flom door to ckxrr buying old sllits and

selling thcm to second-hand dealers. By 1912.

Sam had donc well enough to open his or.vn

second-hand storc. which he clicl at 97th and

Jasper. Brothel Solomon hld his store diagonaill,
across Jasper where Moler Barber College later

stood. And so the Cohcn brothers had East Jasper

Avcnue pretty well covcrccl.

Right liorn the start. though. Sam's shop rvas

diftcrent. In among the r.rsual thlngs r,vhich turn r,rp

in sccord-hand stores \\ierc a few of the flner
things r,vhich Sam knows and 1oves. As the years

\\'cnt on. he rvas able to erpancl his br-rsiness in the

finer things. but hzis never bccn able to get ricl ol
thcjunk. Part of the troublc is that 1o accluile five
things he likes and knou,s to bc.qoocl, he'll have

to bu1' 20 things which he docsn't much care fi)r
or that hrve little market value.

Anothcr source of supply fbr thc Old Curiosity
Shop arc Sam Cohen's tiiends and customers

when they go on trips to Europe. He has thcm
prck up a fcrv things. Still another sourcc of
unusuzil items are the lntique auction sales of J.H.

Reecl. Mr. Cohen never misses one of Mr. Reed's

sales. If Joe Reed can't get the Auction Sale

crorvd to bid $50 lbr a Dresclen china c1ock.

',vhich both know to be r.vofih S-50. Sam will buy
it firr lli2-5. Sam's in business every day ancl can

wait until the da1, when someone rvill come alon-o

Sam Cohen, Antique dealer, in his store, "The Old (uriosity

shop", (iI(a 1954

to pay $50. The onll difliculty rs that rnost ol
San]'s cLrstomers are Joe Reccl s custr.ulets tfi). so

Mr. Cohen has to bicl as surrcptiriously as

possiblc. lf the crowd knou,s Sam Cohen is
bidding 1br the Dresclen China Clock. the bidding
will go up and up until Joe Reecl get\ the S-50.

Sometimcs. people will point out to Sarr titxt
an item has been in l-ris wiudoll' lbr ntany lelrs
lncl r'vill bargain with him tu reduce thc price. But.
he explains cheertLrlly that his is an antique shop

and the longcl it stays there the more valtLable it
gets. Sam had dlscoverecl a cLrrious thing abor-rt

human nature. In his Curiositl, Shop he hnds that

he can put solnethirlg quite nice in the windurv.
and it u'i11 stay there firr flve veals with nevel'a
nibble tiom it cLrslolner. But if he nto\es the itent

to the other sidc of the window only a cor-Lple of
t'eet. it s,ill seil rvithin a rveek. He has trled it
t11i1r1\' ti'nes. and it ahvays works.

As *e saicl. Sarr Cohen moved into his present

locatiou in 1939. J'he location has been at various

tjmes. the Blue Departmcnt Store, a Real Estatc

office. and ii g1'ocer), storc. You can still idcntif-v
thc olcl firtures of this store u,ith Sarri's stock
pilccl on top of therr. It r,r,as in 1939 that Sanr

decided to call his place thc Olcl Culiosity Shop.

That's what people camc in looking fil'he
cxplains - cr-uiosities. In recent vears the Old
Curiosity Shop has not bccn a mone1,-ntaker. At
times. Mr. Cohen has been subsrchzing it fiom his

other entcrprises - enterprises likc hotels and

apzu'tmcnt blocks. But he kecps it goin-t because

it's his hobby and favouled pastlmc. On top of
that. Sam likcs the custonrel's. He 's hircl some
pletty proninellt. customers: Princcss Alice, wif'e

of the Governor General went through the shop

during the war and ernerged with a statue of her

r.rnclc. George VI. But Sam says. ''Most of my
custonlcl's are as uice as any princess." So the Old
Curiosity Shop stays on and as the say in Alice in

Wonderland. "It gets curioLrst:t' and curiouser."
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