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Updates to the JAHSENA Board 

On behalf of the board of JAHSENA, I would like to thank the major benefactor of 

Our Parents Home (OPH), Irv Kipnes, for his vision for JAHSENA.  Surrounding him-

self with past and present leadership in the community, he and Len Dolgoy, then 

President of OPH, coordinated the establishment of various Legacy Fund endow-

ments for the benefit of our Edmonton Jewish Community from the net proceeds 

following the sale of OPH.  Those Legacy Funds include an endowment of 

$300,000 earmarked for JAHSENA. 

Irv is a true visionary. He sees the future and its possibilities and the value of Ed-

monton’s Jewish archival material – he would like to see (as would we), a perma-

nent home for our collections. 

The JAHSENA Legacy Fund was created and funded by OPH with the Edmonton Community Foundation (ECF), which 

administers over $780 Million in endowed funds on behalf of and in relation to hundreds of charitable purposes and or-

ganizations in Edmonton and area, including many other funds endowed in favour of the Edmonton Jewish Community. 

Under the provisions of the JAHSENA Legacy Fund Endowment, the Jewish Federation of Edmonton (JFED) and JAHSENA 

will work together to bring the purposes for which the Fund was established to fruition.  This is indeed a true Legacy Fund 

& the $300,000 will ultimately be a major factor in realizing a solid future for JAHSENA. 

We are eternally grateful & thank Irv and the Board of OPH for making such an important statement about the role and 

value of JAHSENA in preserving and presenting the stories of the people & institutions who built our local Jewish commu-

nity in order to inform, invigorate and ensure the vibrant future of our Jewish community in Edmonton & Northern Alberta. 

JAHSENA is the recipient of an amazing endowment gift of $300,000 - Todah Rabah! 

Thank You Irv Kipnes! 
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BOARD UPDATES 

Thank You Casino Volunteers 

The JAHSENA Board of Directors sincerely appreciates all of you who volun-

teered your time at the November 1 and 2 casino. Not-for profit organiza-

tions such as JAHSENA rely heavily on the proceeds of casinos and, without 

volunteers like you, we would not be eligible to hold a casino.  Your time and 

energy volunteering enables us to continue our work of collecting and pre-

serving the history of our Edmonton Jewish community. 

We are grateful for your continued support of JAHSENA. 
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Solomon Estrin c. 1930. Photo from 

Esther Starkman. 
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Abe & Rebecca Estrin with Phyllis (14) Solomon (7) Tevian (5) Esther (1) c. 1941. Photo from 

Esther Starkman. 

NEED CAPTION. Photo from Esther Starkman. 
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L-R back row: Ike Gofsky, Katie Gofsky, Abraham & Rebecca, Anne & Harry Estrin. L-R front row  

Esther Gofsky, Anne Gofsky, Jenny Gofsky, Solomon Estrin sittin Herschel Gofsky and Ed Gofsky 

c. 1925. Photo from Esther Starkman. 
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Summer Canada Job Student Elizabeth Wood c. 2022 Howard giving Eric Appreciation Certificate June 29, 2022 

Eric & Leon Kagan 

Jayden Leung at Fort Edmonton -  August, 2022 Eric Schloss & Gillian Horwitz - Membership Brunch 

Susan Binnington and Rabbi Caine -  July 5, 2022 

*All Photos Courtesy of JAHSENA. 
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FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 

תּוֹדָה 
 רַבָה!
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Buchbinder Family. Standing L-R: Rachel Leah, Tovia, Eva (Sam’s Mother), Jacob, Shlomo Nathan. 

Sitting L-R: Frieda & Szmul-Wolf Buchbinder circa 1941.  Photo from Sam Koplowicz. 
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Morris, Eva & Sammy c. 1947. Photo from 

Sam Koplowicz. 
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Morris w. weaving machine, Belsen c. 1946. 

Photo from Sam Koplowicz. 
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Sammy & Frieda c. 1953. Photo from Sam 

Koplowicz. 



V I S I T  O U R  W E B S I T E :  w w w . j a h s e n a . c a  ●         

 

Morris & Sammy c. 1947. Photo from Sam 

Koplowicz. 
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Introducing 

CARLY HEFFNER has been hired and will officially start in the office as Archivist/Administrator on 

January 2, 2023.  Carly is a graduate in Library Science from McGill, and worked at the Jewish 

Museum of Montreal assisting with oral history events and oral interviews of community members 

for the museum.  She has worked extensively in library positions in the small centers of Yellow-

head County and Blackfalds and in the Jewish Public Library in Montreal.  She also has a B.Ed 

and taught at Bialik Hebrew Day School in Toronto. Her family lived in Edmonton when she was 

young, then moved to Calgary, and now they are back in Edmonton.  She went to Camp BB and 

is looking forward to renewing her Edmonton Jewish connections.   

The Board is delighted that she wants to be here at JAHSENA and are looking forward to working with Carly.                      

More to follow about Carly in the next newsletter! 

Thanking 

HOWARD DAVIDOW has been a part of JAHSENA as far back as anyone can remember, serving 

as Treasurer and more recently as Co-President from 2016 to 2017, and then President from 

2017-2021.  Now that he has finished his term as Past President, he has decided to officially 

retire from the Board. 

Howard has been an outstanding leader during his years of service.  He has been a part of pub-

lishing our most recent book, “From Generation to Generation: Jewish Edmontonians as Heritage 

Builders”, was part of the decision process that led to JAHSENA having an employee in the Fort 

Edmonton H.B. Kline Store since 2013 (we pay part of the salary), he promoted a meeting with 

the Jewish Historical Society of Southern Alberta, our archival counterpart in Calgary, where members of our Board met 

with theirs in Red Deer to discuss how to better work together and promote each other, back in 2019 shortly before 

COVID-19 hit. He has worked every Casino and persevered during lockdowns, outbreaks and zoom meetings during the 

many months of COVID-19. 

It is impossible to list all his initiatives and achievements over his many years of involvement with JAHSENA, but we can 

attest to his loyalty and to his passion to ensure that the Archives survives and is here to serve the generations to come. 

Thank you very much Howard Davidow, Todah Rabah! 

Recognizing 

RON WOLCH z’l was a JAHSENA Board Member as Treasurer 

three years between the fall of 2001- fall 2004.   

GLORIA AARON z’l, a long-term Board Member, joined the 

Board in the fall of 2004 as Secretary and served in that role 

until fall 2011.   

The Board and Office send our condolences to the families, may 

their memories be a blessing. 



 


